A REPORT
Commemorating Martyrdom Day of Mahatma Gandhi Yuvsatta in collaboration
with Helen Woodward Animal Centre, USA, launched
‘Gold-Star School Alliance Animal Fan Clubs’ in the Schools & Colleges

Chandigarh, January 30, 2025: Today, commemorating the martyrdom day of Mahatma Gandhi, Yuvsatta-
NGO in active collaboration with the US based Helen Woodward Animal Centre launched Animal Fan Clubs
in the tricity from New Public School, Sector 18C, Chandigarh. In which Sh. Saurabh Kumar, IFS, Chief
Conservator of Forests & Director, Department of Environment, Chandigarh Administration was the Chief
Guest. And prominent amongst those who were present on the occasion included Mr. RD Singh, Director &
Mr. Manish Hablani, Principal of New Public School, Mr. Kulbhushan Kanwar-environmentalist and Mr.

Pramod Sharma, founder of Yuvsatta.

The orientation workshop started

first by playing the video

messages of Ms. Haylee Blake,

Ms. Jacqueline Kelleher and

Mr. Mike Arms, President of

the Helen Woodward Animal
Centre, USA.

Welcoming the participants Mr. Pramod Sharma informed that in
their last 17" Global Youth Peace Fest in Chandigarh, two girls from
USA, namely Ms. Haylee Blake — Associate Director of Education and
Ms. Jacqueline Kelleher —Ambassador to the United Nations at Helen

Woodward Animal Centre participated. And this new connection now

took the shape of a partnership between Yuvsatta & Helen Woodward
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Animal Center, to further promote and strengthen the spirit of animal care, humanism and nonviolence among

young minds by way of Animal Fan Clubs in the school.

Mr. Manish Hablani, Principal of New Public School shared that today the Chief Guest Mr. Saurabh
Kumar presented affiliation certificates of Animal Fan Clubs to four institutions like their New Public
School, GD Goenka Public School, Dev Samaj College of Education,
Chandigarh and Kitabghar-a centre to empower marginalized girls which
Yuvsatta is jointly running with support of Carmel Convent School &
CCPCR-Chandigarh Commission for Protection of Child Rights. Each of
these clubs will be named after a special and distinctive animal like they have

chosen an inspiring dog who recently died in US and his name was Cooper,

similarly the Kitabghar girls have named their club after the ‘Snow Leopard’,
as Snow leopard is guardian of Himalayas and its thick glaciers-which are so vital for very existence of our

lives.

Appreciating the initiative Mr. Saurabh Kumar in his address said that as the future guardians of our

planet, it’s so important for kids to learn about the joy of treating animals with kindness and giving them the
care they need. He also shared on the occasion about Mission LiFE of Government of India, which aims to
transform the battle against climate change so that everyone may contribute to the best of their abilities.

Climate change and ecological damage are global processes, which means that actions taken in one part of the
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world impact ecosystems and populations in another region. Mission LiFE makes the battle against climate

change democratic by allowing everyone to contribute in their capacity.

Mr. Saurabh further added that such ‘Animal Fan Clubs’-a unique first of its kind attempt to ignite young
minds with not only the virtues of compassion, care for animal world but also to instil in them a nonviolent
behavioural attitude, will also inspire some of them to study ‘Ethology’- a branch of zoology that studies the
behaviour of non-human animals. Ethologists have been concerned particularly with the evolution of
behaviour and its understanding in terms of natural selection. And by teaching young ones-the torch bearers
of tomorrow, about animal care, we’ll not only set the stage for a more compassionate and responsible
relationship between humans and animals but will also ensure a sustainable world. He assured his full support

to promote this unique idea among all the schools and colleges of the city.

In his concluding remarks Mr. RD Singh said
that since ancient times, reverence and
compassion for animals have been woven into
India’s cultural motif. All major religions in India
uphold these beliefs. And laws alone will not
protect the rights of animals in India, humane
education programmes like the proposed ‘Animal

Fans Clubs’ have the potential to help plant the

seed of compassion and justice for all animals

early in children’s hearts.

Now soon, next week (February 3-8, 2025) as part of the activity of Animal Fan Clubs the partner

schools/college students will go with Thank You Cards to meet the staff and workers at Sukhna Wildlife

Sanctuary, Chandigarh Bird Park, Butterfly Garden & Chhatbir Zoo, to honour and say ‘Thank You’, to the

unsung heroes at these places, who work day and night to protect the natural habitats for the insects,

butterflies, bird species and the voiceless animals.
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